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FAIRBANKS NORTH STAR BOROUGH SCHOOL DISTRICT 
 

B O A R D  O F  E D U C A T I O N  
 

FAIRBANKS, ALASKA 
 
 
Work Session             MINUTES June 3, 2013 
 
President Brophy called the work session to order at 7:58 p.m. in the board room of the FNSBSD 
Administrative Center at 520 5th Avenue. The work session was called to review the 2012-2013 
school year, plan for 2013-2014 and discuss the board’s self-assessment.  

 
President Brophy read the district’s mission statement: “Our mission is to provide an excellent and 
equitable education in a safe, supportive environment so all students can become productive 
members of a diverse and changing society.”  
 
Present: 
 Kristina Brophy, President  
 Heidi Haas, Vice President 
 Sean Rice, Clerk 
 Sue Hull, Member  

 

Absent: 
    John Thies, Treasurer 
    Lisa Gentry (Hall), Member 
    Charlie Leonelli, Member 
 
 

Staff Present: 
    Pete Lewis, Superintendent of Schools 
    Sharon Tuttle, Executive Assistant to the Board of Education  

 
Planning for 2013-2014 
Superintendent Lewis stated the district was receiving a donation from Sumitomo Pogo Mine Co., 
LTD for $25,000, which Bill Bailey, community and public relations director, had mentioned at a 
previous meeting. The funding donation would be used to purchase a Mobile App to connect 
students, parents, and community members to district schools. Superintendent Lewis noted there 
would be wording, each time upon activating the app, which would show the app was sponsored 
by Pogo Mine. The donation request would be on the regular meeting consent agenda the 
following evening. Superintendent Lewis wanted to be certain the board was aware of the 
donation, app, and sponsorship.  
 
Superintendent Lewis reminded the board of his position on the advisory board for Alaska’s 
Learning Network (AKLN). He wanted to make certain the board was comfortable with his 
continuing to work on the AKLN project, especially since it was now funded by the legislature and 
was part of DEED. He also reminded the board of the AASB One-to-One Initiative and wanted to 
determine the board was still comfortable for him to continue to work on both projects. Fairbanks 
was looking at working with AKLN, AASB, and Trillum on a project with NASA regarding aviation 
safety. Board members voiced no objection to Superintendent Lewis working with AKLN, AASB, 
or the Trillum project.   
  
Superintendent Lewis reported work on the data dashboards was progressing. A variety of 
dashboards would be presented to the board throughout the year. He was working on a 
dashboard calendar and would have one ready for the board in August. It was asked if the release 
of the dashboards would be aligned to necessary board decisions. Superintendent Lewis stated 
the dashboards would be presented aligned to decisions as much as possible; the release dates 
for some reports and data were mandated by other entities.  
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Planning for 2013-2014 (continued) 
 
Superintendent Lewis announced work was also progressing on paperless meetings. The 
administration was looking at different devices such as stand-alone monitors, laptops, tablets, 
iPads, etc. He asked for the board’s preference. Board members weighed in on their personal 
preferences ranging from using their own personal devices to stand-alone monitors to laptops to 
iPads. After some discussion and no definitive preference stated, the board members in 
attendance, directed Superintendent Lewis to work with his staff to find the best option and make 
the final decision on an appropriate device.  
 
Board members did state they would like to have the option to have make notes and add 
questions to their electronic documents at home and then be able to access those same 
documents at the board meeting. Superintendent Lewis would look into the board’s request.  
 
Year-in-Review  
Due to the length of the special meeting, prior to the work session, the year-in-review was not 
discussed.    
 
Board Self-Assessment 
Due to the length of the special meeting, prior to the work session, the board’s self-assessment 
was not discussed.   
 
Board Discussion 
None 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:22 p.m.  
 
Submitted by Sharon Tuttle, executive assistant to the Board of Education  


